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DATES FOR THE DIARY:
AGM
23rd May
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
24th April
26th June
11th September
Mayor’s Quiz
3rd April
Litter Pick
27th April
1st Northwood Scouts
Annual Jumble Sale
25th May
Northwood Bowling Club
Open Day
26th May
The Big Lunch
Salisbury Road
2nd June

|

SUBSCRIPTION £3 A YEAR

This association is non-politcal and non-sectarian.
All the views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not of the
committee.
Working to protect and improve the amenities of Northwood Hills
www.northwoodhills.co.uk

Cover credit: Grace Healy, Year 6, Harlyn School Winner of School Competition for The Echo Cover
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The Arts Society Moor Park

A Letter From The Chairman

Morning talks at Winston Churchill Theatre, Ruislip, HA4 7QL
at 10:50am; complimentary coffee/tea available from 10:15am:

Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2019 edition of The Hills Echo.

“How to Read the English Country Church: Pre Christian era to the Tudors” by Rev. Nicholas
Henderson. Wednesday 17 April
It is possible to ‘read’ the passage of time, of movements, cultures and peoples in the architecture
and art forms evident in many of our older English country churches.

I’d like to start by thanking everyone involved in the Grand Switch On of the Christmas
Lights event, including the schools, performers and all those who helped with the set up
and take down etc. A great team effort! Thank you!

“Zaha Hadid” by Anthea Streeter. Wednesday 15th May
Before her untimely death, Dame Zaha Hadid was one of the most distinguished architects in the
world. She was also a talented designer. Her work is exciting because she developed a new form of
architecture, setting it free by rejecting 90 degree angles.

For many months your Committee has been requesting the Council to appoint
independent consultants to look at the traffic issues at the roundabout, Joel Street
and Pinner Road. At our January meeting Cllr Flynn reported the survey had now
been undertaken at a rush hour during term time, but as I write the results and any
recommendations are not known.

“A Journey around the Coast of Cornwall” by Catherine Wallace. Wednesday 19th June
(Preceded by the Society’s AGM)
This lecture takes you on a journey through time around the coast of Cornwall. We will examine
paintings and engravings from the 18th and early 19th centuries to contemporary artists.
Wednesday 4 September, 16 October & 20 November
(dates confirmed – lectures still to be finalised)
Cost: donation on the door of £5.00 each is invited
Car parking available

Small Breed Dog
Boarding & Day Care

The leaseholders of The William Jolle Pub recently held a public meeting, saying that
when they took over the lease the premises were furnished. When Weatherspoons
vacated they unexpectedly stripped out everything leaving just an empty concrete shell.
The meeting was advised that it was not economically viable for them to refurbish the
double fronted unit. Nothing was agreed although a suggestion was made, by their
representatives that it might be possible to refurbish half of the double unit and to
perhaps request the Council to approve a change of use for the other half to allow it to
be sub-let for an alternative use. We are following any further developments.

In the last edition we reported that the Local Boundary Commission are undertaking
a review of all the Hillingdon Ward Boundaries. They have now published their draft
recommendations, and will publish their final report in May after which Parliament will be
asked to approve their recommendations. The submission made by Hillingdon Council
requested Northwood Hills Ward be abolished, using the railway line at the Station as
part of a boundary between a new Ward known as Ruislip Woods and an expanded
Northwood Ward. Your committee wrote to the Commission arguing that the success
of the recent regeneration was, in part, due to having a community united in one Ward.
The Commissioner visited Northwood Hills (and other Hillingdon town centres) and saw
the integration along Joel Street. As a result, the Commission considers any Ward for
Northwood Hills must be on both sides of the railway line. We await the final report but
the Commission’s draft recommendation is to reduce the number of Ward Councillors
from 3 to 2 with some homes to the south of the existing Ward moving into Eastcote
Ward.

Based Locally

Call: 07984 902 086

Email: littlepoochlodge@mail.com
www.littledog lodge.co.uk

Little Pooch
Lodge

See the advert for this year’s AGM on page 39. I do hope you will be able to
attend. The meeting is open to everyone!

Andrew Riley, BEM, ACIM
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Northwood Hills Library

Northwood Hills Library is celebrating a year of a fantastic resource called Tovertafel
or Magic Table. Hillingdon are lucky to have had the first four in the world installed in
selected libraries. This interactive light system provides wonderful games developed
specifically for people living with Dementia and connects them to each other and their
surroundings while stimulating fun and movement. It is just one activity offered free to
Hillingdon residents as part of our Tuesday Dementia Friends Coffee mornings. The
Tovertafel can also be used by children with learning difficulties and autism, it projects
animations onto a table top, and allows users to interact with the light by moving arms
and hands.

• As Spring approaches we have been busy promoting Healthy Heart Month with free
health checks with Sharmans pharmacy.
• We hold regular coffee mornings with guest speakers, usually the last Friday of the
month and free information sessions. Please ask staff for details.
• For adults there are regular Author Events at various locations across the borough.
• Also as part of our role to help residents get online we continue to offer individual IT
taster sessions on the library computers.
• We also have regular visits from our local Police Safer Neighbourhood Team. Please
see their newsletter for details and dates.
• In June we will celebrate Bookstart Week, then the summer reading challenge is a national incentive, encouraging children to visit the library six times with a valid Hillingdon
library card and borrow some books! We are also looking for young volunteers to help
with our events and activities.
01895 556460; northwoodhills-library@hillingdon.gov.uk; www.hillingdon.gov.uk/libraries
Tracy Dyett Branch Manager
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Orchard House Health,
50 The Drive Northwood,
HA6 1HP
Tel. 01923 845333
osteopathnorthwood.org

JOEL STREET

ohhclinic.com

Our Osteopaths have been helping people with back, and arthritic aches and
pains and muscle, ligament, tendon and joint sprains and strains since 1995

Saturday 27th April 2019
10:00am - 11:30am
Just bring gloves, everything else is provided!
Orchard House Health is an osteopathic and natural wellness clinic established in
Northwood in 2015 and incorporating The Osteopathic Clinic established in 1995.
Osteopaths Nick Aston and Tom Hewetson have been friends and colleagues since 2011.
In January 2016, Tom joined Nick, part time, at Orchard House Health, and in August that
year made the transition to work here permanently from his clinic in Ruislip High Street.

Meet outside Northwood Hills Train Station
For further information, call Graham (Residents’
Association) on 01923 825908 5908

We are a situated in a clinic adjoining a private house in a quiet road in Northwood near
Haste Hill Golf Club. We are located just off The Drive a short walk from the road where
you can park, or you may park on our driveway right outside the door for convenience.
Osteopathy is not just for bad backs
We are primarily a manual therapy clinic using hands-on techniques to help you with all
kinds of aches pains sprains and strains.
Common conditions seen are: Sports and other injuries, back and neck pain, pain of
arthritis, sciatica, shoulder and arm problems, pelvis, hip and leg problems, knee ankle and
foot problems.
If you have a problem you’re not sure about, or, not sure if osteopathy is right for you, why
not give us a call? To book an appointment call us on 01923 845333
Both Nick and Tom are senior lecturers at the British College of Osteopathic Medicine.
For more information on Nick and Tom and for what we do, please visit
www.osteopathnorthwood.org or www.ohhclinic.com
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01923 450496

53-55 The Broadway, Joel Street,
Northwood Hills HA6 1NZ

Lights Fantastic
The choirs from Harlyn School, plus Hillside Junior and Infants Schools, together with
the St John’s School band all performed wonderfully well at the 2018 Christmas Lights
Concert switch-on and with a very welcome spell of good weather our 9th Switch On
turned out to be one of the best ever.
This was the first year I had any involvement with the event, and I have to say, for the
benefit of those not involved, that what goes on behind the scenes is just as impressive
as the concert itself.
The set-up in front of the Namaste Lounge started at 9.00 in the morning when stalls
were erected, the music and PA system was installed, the staging was assembled, signs
were hung, over 500 chairs were delivered and set out and Santa had his grotto built.
But perhaps what’s more impressive is that by six o’clock that same day you wouldn’t
have been aware there had been an event at all. This really must be the Northwood
Hills equivalent of the Pinner Fair.
Special thanks also to the 150 plus children from the four schools involved, who performed so well to make the event such a resounding success.
John Choopani

National Fitness Awards 2018
Shortlisted for ‘Best Newcomer’
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

World Class Gym
Open 24/7
Over 40 classes a week
Private Shower/Changing
Free Private Car Park
Personal Training

•
•
•
•
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Next to Northwood Hills
Tube Station
16m Free weight wall
Indoor Sprint Track
Punch Bag Zone
Classes for Kids
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NHRA are very pleased to thank all the shops and
businesses that donated prizes to the Christmas
Lights Switch-On Event Tombola 2018

Your local garage since 1966

Envy Beauty, Whistle Stop, Northwood Local, Hansons, Okko Salon, Nuna
Salon, Cartridge Works, Herbal Lounge, Ross Chemist, Boots Chemist,
Fit Club, Silver Glass Co., Tennis Nuts, Quality Foods, Acuwellness
Chinese Medicine, Wenzels Bakers, Cake Box, Tesco Express, Carpet
Style, Ati’s Fish & Chips, Alfies Shoe repairs, Harolds Opticians,
K.F.C., Coffee Affair, David Graham Associates, Nails & Co, Northwood
Hills Studio, Kings Solicitors, Nisa, Post Office.
And a special thank you to the Namaste Lounge.
A cheque of £250.00 was donated to the Mayor’s Charities after the event.

MoT

Diagnostics

Servicing
Brakes
Tyres

Repairs
Suspension
Car Sales

——————————————————All makes and models
Manufacturer spec parts used
Work FULLY warranted and insured
Mention this advert when
booking and receive a 10%
NHRA discount!!!
T’s and C’s apply

MoT / Service:
Tyre Bay:

(01923) 824 430
(01923) 840 113

www.northwoodhillsservicestation.co.uk
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Northwood Live at Home Scheme Friendship Group
The Northwood Live at Home Scheme Friendship Group meets from 9.30am - 1.30pm
every Monday at the Joel Street URC. Under the leadership of staff member Yvonne
Long, assisted by a team of volunteers, the group enables older residents locally to
make new friends and participate in a variety of enjoyable and therapeutic activities.
These include chair based exercise, craft activities, kurling, quizzes, games and
reminiscence sessions. The £5 charge includes a healthy soup and sandwich lunch.
There are also themed events, such as a St George’s Day lunch, a Christmas party
and occasional outings during the warmer months.
New members are always welcome. Yvonne and her team would particularly love to
see more men join the group. The kurling activity, which is supported financially by the
NHRA, is specifically designed for them.

The Bathtub specialise in helping customers to design the Bathroom or Wet Room
of their dreams, at prices that will pleasantly surprise you. We will listen carefully
to your requirements, and with our 3D CAD design software, we can generate
accurate dimensioned plans with 3D images.
The choice of Bathrooms, Showers & Wet Rooms is vast. Our experienced team
will guide you through all the styles and features, to find the perfect match for
your new bathroom. For some ideas, make sure you visit our gallery!
Designing and creating a bathroom, shower or wet room can really enhance the
feel and value of your home. Our showroom in Northwood has over 40 bathrooms
suites and showers on display to give you some inspiration. We also carry
bathroom & shower brochures in stock for you to browse through at your leisure.
We supply luxury bathrooms at the most competitive prices, so if you are looking
for some inspiration, we would be delighted to hear from you.

The Northwood Live @ Home Scheme is open to anyone over 60 still living independently in the local area. Membership is free but a small charge is made to cover the cost of activities. There are activities every weekday in a variety of venues,
including seated exercise & yoga, games and singing sessions and an annual seaside
holiday. A free transport service is available for those with mobility problems. For further information on becoming a member or a volunteer with Northwood Live at Home
please contact the office on 01923 842494 or visit our webpage: http://www.mha.org.
uk/community-support/live-home/northwood.
We will be delighted to hear from you.

The Bathtub
108 Pinner Road
Northwood
HA6 1BS

01923 836450
www.the-bathtub.co.uk

Jo Wild, Scheme Chairman
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Visit to the Carepoint Practice by the Mayor
and Mayoress of Hillingdon

The Mayor and Mayoress of Hillingdon visited Carepoint Practice recently where they
were welcomed by the Doctors, members of the Patients’ Participation Group and
children and teachers of Hillside School.
Dr.Patel gave a fun demonstration to the children on how germs are transferred
by sprinkling different coloured sparkles on their hands and getting them to shake
hands with each other. This showed them how germs are easily transferred. He also
explained about good and bad germs and then the children were able to listen to their
hearts using a stethoscope. The children loved participating in this way and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.
The Mayor and Mayoress, together with Andrew Riley, Chairman of Northwood Hills
Residents Association were given a guided tour of the surgery by the children, to show
the guests their paintings which were exhibited in the display boards. These display
boards were purchased with Ward Budget monies kindly awarded to the PPG by
Mayor Morgan and his fellow Councillors.
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The Big
Lunch!
Sunday 2nd June
from 12.30 - 3pm

Salisbury Rd. green
space, HA5 2NJ

www.fairﬁeld-church.org.uk
01923 827198

Charity Number 1138812
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SIGN UP NOW!

DEPENDABLE LOCAL
HEALTHCARE WITH YOUR
NORTHWOOD PHARMACIES
Your Independent Pharmacies will:

and urgent prescriptions the
Deliver emergency
same day as well as repeat prescriptions
to face advice and regular
OFFER facemedication
reviews
and understand
KNOW youyourpersonally
health needs
an on-site consultation room
HAVE
for a quiet confidential word
king
Online Boo
able!
services such as Travel
Now Avail
PROVIDE Clinics, Osteopathy,
s & Ross)

(Sharman

Podiatary and many
more...

CALL IN TO ANY OF OUR 3 PHARMACIES

Metropolitan Police
Dear Northwood Hills Residents,
It is with great privilege that in January I joined your local Safer Neighbourhoods Team as your new ward Sergeant with responsibility for Northwood,
Northwood Hills, Harefield and West Ruislip. I would like to pass on my personal thanks to PS Samantha Quinn for the excellent service she gave the
communities she served and after two years in post has now moved onto
pastures new.
I hope you have had a chance to meet the team on your travels around the
ward but if not then please come and see them for a chat at their regular
police surgeries at Costa Coffee on Joel Street, at Northwood Hills Library
and also while out on mobile patrols generally in the Northwood Hills area.
We advertise these on our website www.met.police.uk/your-area/, Twitter @
MPSNorthwoodhills. In the coming weeks we will be piloting the “Street a
week” project where officers will be coming to you and speaking with you
directly to promote a better working relationship in the community.
We are always looking for new ways to meet residents and talk about any policing issues they may have. As well as our regular surgeries above, we have
a quarterly ward panel meetings at Fairfield Church where we discuss issues
on the ward and set priorities for the team to work on. If you would like to become a member then please contact our Ward Panel Chair Graham Mann at
graham1mann@yahoo.co.uk.
Finally from me please can I urge you all to sign up to the Online Watch Link,
known as OWL. It is used by Police and Neighbourhood watch to send out
crime alerts and crime prevention advice directly to residents, and now has
over 10,000 members! It is the only secure communications system in the UK
that is Police approved under the “secured by Design” scheme. We invite YOU
to sign up to OWL today at: www.owl.co.uk.
For further free crime prevention advice please visit us at: www.met.police.uk/
crime-prevention/
To contact your team for a non-emergency matter please email us on
SNTXH-NorthwoodHills@met.police.uk

Sharmans Pharmacy - 3-5 Clive Parade,
Maxwell Road, Northwood HA6 2QF
Tel: 01923 825288
Email: info@sharmanspharmacy.com
www.sharmanspharmacy.com

Carter Chemist & Ability - 112/114 High
Street, Northwood HA6 1BJ
Tel: 01923 825753
Email: enquiries@carterchemist.co.uk
www.carterchemist.co.uk
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ROSS Pharmacy - 28 Joel Street,
Northwood Hills, Middlesex HA6 1PF
Tel: 01923 821596
Email: info@rosspharmacy.com
www.rosspharmacy.com

Stay safe and thanks for reading.
Sergeant Jim Last
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News from St Edmund the King Parish Church,
Pinner Road
Although it seems that Spring has come early this year Easter is as late as it can get
and so Lent started on 6th March. Lent prepares us for the most important time of
year for Christians – Holy Week and Easter Day.
This year we will be holding The Prayer Course as our Lent study group. The course
is based on the Lord’s Prayer and with the help of video clips, will help those new to
prayer as well as the more experienced.
Holy week begins on Palm Sunday 14th April leading up to our celebration of Christ’s
resurrection on Sunday 21st April. On Good Friday, 19th April, there will be Messy
Church at 11am which is especially for parents and children with messy crafts, activities and worship to help us explore the Easter story; and there will also be Hot Cross
buns. Messy Church will be followed by more traditional services at 1pm and 2pm.
Later in the year on May 18th there will be our very popular yearly Plant Sale. It starts
at 10.30am and is a good and economical way to restock your gardens. Do come
along for some bargains.
Don’t forget either our Summer Fair which is on 29th June when there will be lots of
games and stall for all the family as well as lunches.
Our regular Classic concerts continue to attract a lot of local people and on 28th April
we will welcome a young local musician Matthew Higham who is an amazing flautist.
All are welcome.
There is a lot going on here at St Edmund’s and you can keep up to date via our website at https://www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk/.
With every good wish
Fr Michael Miller
Vicar of St Edmund the King Northwood Hills
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AUTHENTIC AFGHAN & PERSIAN CUISINE

83 Joel Street, Northwood Hills HA6 1LW
01923 517 877
www.zeenatfinecuisine.co.uk
ORDER ONLINE
FREE DELIVERY - MINIMUM ORDER £20
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Northwood & District Community Association

Over 55?
You could release equity from your home to
improve your lifestyle, fund retirement, help
your children or grandchildren.
For information and a NO OBLIGATION
meeting please call us on 01923 842282 or
email colin@capitalfs.co.uk
www.capitalfs.co.uk

Well we escaped fairly lightly in this area with the snow in late January, unlike some of
the country areas. On the 3rd February the rambling group paid a visit to Saville Gardens, which was a beautiful sunny day, but all the snow was still there. It was lovely
walking around seeing the wonderful shades of red, green and yellow of the Cornus,
Hellebores and even some Camelia bushes in bloom. Even the pheasants, as well as
the ducks, could be fed by hand. A lovely crunchy ramble – topped off afterwards with
tea and cakes at the leader’s house.
Sadly our German Conversation group has had to disband due to dwindling numbers.
One of our members has started a knitting squares group, mainly to be a social gathering of anyone who wants to have a coffee and chat with the benefit of eventually
making blankets for needy causes. Anyone interested in that, please get in touch.
We have many other sections, Keep Fit, Yoga, Short Mat Bowls, Table Tennis, Tennis,
Badminton, Cards and Board games as well as Rambling.
Our AGM is on the 9th April 7.30 at the URC Church in Joel Street.
Why not come along and find out more about us.

Home visits are available

Pat Dunhill
01923 836346

2nd Northwood Scout Group, St Edmunds,
are starting to fundraise for a new centre.
Equity release may involve a lifetime mortgage or a home reversion plan. To
understand the features and risks ask for a personalised illustration. Equity
release is not right for everyone. It may affect your entitlement to state benefits
and will reduce the value of your estate.
Capital Financial Services is an appointed representative of TenetConnect Ltd,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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Please support some of their Fundraising dates
All take place either in or o/s Scout Hut, St Edmund’s Church, Pinner Road,
Northwood Hills.
6th April - Car Wash 10:00 - 14:00
18th May - Scouts have a stall at St Edmund’s Plant Sale
29th June - Scouts have a stall at St Edmund’s Summer Fair
14th Sept Car wash 10:00 - 14:00
12th October Jumble Sale 2:30pm
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The United Reform Church - Joel Street
In the last edition of the Echo, our minister, Liz Shaw, mentioned that
we were working on the redevelopment of our building, with a view
to better helping us serve the needs of the people around us. I am
pleased to report that this is still the goal and that, despite the lack of
visible evidence, things have moved forward in the last six months!
We have collated a good response from the “Have Your Say” leaflet
available in both the Church and adjacent halls. If you have not already
completed a questionnaire, it is not too late! We have met with a number of architects skilled in the redesign of ecclesiastical premises, who
are now working on plans to modernise the look of our buildings and to
create a new area at the front, which will be welcoming and accessible
to all.
In addition to remaining a place of worship, with areas in which one
will be able seek peace and engage in personal reflection, our vision is
to create a community centre with a variety of spaces in which groups
can meet. We will welcome the young and the old; mums and toddlers;
senior citizens; students after school; local business groups; exhibitors
of art; in addition to all those groups who currently hire our halls for a
whole host of diverse activities.
I am frequently asked if we need volunteers to help at our Foodbank,
or in the Dementia Cafe on a Tuesday morning. In the fullness of time,
when our redevelopment is nearing completion, we shall indeed be
seeking the assistance of those who feel they would like to participate
actively in the growth of our community. So, please, keep an eye out as
the work progresses and the opportunity to be involved unfolds – you
will be most welcome!
Nigel Newlyn
On behalf of the Church Development Group
URC of Eastcote & Northwood Hills
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2019 is well upon us and we maybe fed up of having to wear our winter coats, and always needing
to monitor the weather before commiting to any
outdoor activity, but there is a ray of light that is
always on the Fairfield Church horizon at this time
of year – HOLIDAY CLUB! The Easter holiday
club has been running for over 30 years, and
has seen the church building transformed into many different things including: jungles,
a hospital, outer space, pirate ships, deserts, an olympic venue, ancient Egypt, and
desert islands. It’s exciting to be part of the team who organise it, starting to imagine
how we’ll transform the church building. This year however, rather than being able
to think about a nice warm setting, our theme is Arctic Adventure. An adventure is
undoubtedly ahead, maybe just not one that gives those nice warm feelings while
planning it!
EASTER is a really important time for the church beyond the running of Holiday Club.
Often we spend lots of time thinking about Christmas, planning, putting up decorations
and buying gifts. As Christians we also focus on the baby who was born, celebrating
Jesus coming to the earth and all that it signifies. Easter can feel like the low-key sibling of Christmas. Without some of the over the top traditions, it can maybe feel less
important, and something you can add on if you want to. However, the celebrations of
Christmas only really make sense because of what “baby” Jesus grew up to do. No
matter what your belief system, the life of Jesus is one that altered history completely.
Easter is the time we remember the most significant act of his life, as he died and was
raised again from the dead. If you’re someone who usually goes to church just once a
year at Christmas time, I’d encourage you to think about coming to one of our Easter
services, to understand why we celebrate Christmas at all, and to learn a bit more
about what Christians believe. We have a Good Friday service from 10 am on the
19th April, and an Easter Sunday Celebration from 10am on the 21st April.
Finally, look for the BIG LUNCH advert on page 17. It’s a great community picnic, and
is a wonderful opportunity to get to know people in our local community better. We
have had incredible weather over the past few years, allowing all to enjoy the food,
entertainment and games that are on offer and all free! Do put a note in your diary and
come along on the 2nd June.

32

33

Friends Of Eastcote House Gardens
Long Meadow
Long Meadow retained the Green Flag award and received a London in Bloom Gold Award for
a Large Conservation Area.
The cutting of the late grasses took place when the butterfly season had finished. FEHG were
assisted by corporate volunteers from GSK. The cutting used the old method, scythes then
raking up the cuttings. Very peaceful! [Sadly we did not have Ross Poldark to help, a great pity]
The results of the 2018 Butterfly & Dragonfly survey are now available on our website.
Also on the website is the leaflet for the Wildlife Images Trail which is easily downloadable
Eastcote House Gardens
The London in Bloom Green Flag award was retained. Other awards were:
-Gold award-Park of the Year
-Gold for the Walled Garden
-Gold for Our Community, an award for volunteer groups
-Level 5-Outstanding, It’s your Neighbourhood, another volunteer award.
September’s Open House was badly affected by the wet weather, although more than 30 of the
Classic Car owners braved the rain.
The FEHG Community Shield sponsored by Joan & Terry Butfield, was presented to the St.
Lawrence Players by the Mayor of Hillingdon, Cllr. John Morgan. The St. Lawrence Players
have been entertaining local residents for more than 70 years, raising funds each year for a
local charity. In 2018 they raised £900.00 for RNIB Sunshine House School Northwood.
FEHG would like to thank all groups and residents who supported our venture ‘Eastcote
Remembers’ in November. The exhibition, talks and concerts were all well attended, raising
£777.05 for the British Legion Poppy Appeal.
Some 2019 events:
Summer Picnic Saturday June 8th 11am-4pm.
Open House/Classic Car Rally Sunday 22nd September 11am-4pm.
The Dovecote will be open to visitors once a month during the warmer weather.
Our popular book & plant sales will resume in April and a Tree Walk is planned for May.
More details: www.eastcotehousegardens.weebly.com
Volunteers always welcome!
Lesley Crowcroft
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Wanting to take up or
play more golf in 2019?
Whether you’re a beginner wanting
to learn golf, an occasional golfer
thinking of playing a bit more this
year, or a seasoned golfer looking
to play on one of the best courses
in the area, at Pinner Hill we have
something for you.
And if you’re planning to retire in 2019,
what better way can there be to keep
fit and enjoy the fresh air, than playing
a round of golf on our award-winning
beautiful course and making new
friends in our historic club house?
Male or female, young or old, experienced
golfer or absolute beginner, Pinner Hill is
the golf club that will be right for you and
as winners of the 2017 Middlesex Club
of the Year because of our emphasis on
friendliness you will be assured a very
warm welcome. Our flourishing Juniors
and Ladies sections are also the envy of
many other local clubs.
This Spring we are also welcoming to
Pinner Hill a new Head Golf Professional,
Crue Elliott, coming to us from Sandy
Lodge where he was the assistant Pro
and Hertfordshire PGA Captain. He brings
with him a wealth of experience and he
is looking forward to the challenges the
new position will bring.

Pinner Hill Golf Club, South View Road Pinner Hill HA5 3YA
020 8866 0963 www.pinnerhill.co.uk
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Making a Visible Difference

AGM
Notice is hereby given that the
81st Annual General Meeting
of Northwood Hills Residents’ Association will be held
at Hillside Junior School, Northwood Way, HA6 1RX
on Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 7:30 pm.
*****
Light Refreshment will be served from 7:00pm onwards
*****
This is a unique opportunity for all residents living in Northwood Hills to
meet the Residents’ Association Committee, Ward Councillors, Local
Police and our guest speaker, our MP:

Nick Hurd MP, Minister for Police, Fire and London
*****
In the event of an unexpected General Election being called on this
day, then the AGM will be postponed. We will post the new date on the
Website, Facebook page and on posters along Joel Street.
We do hope you will be able to attend. The meeting is open to
everyone!
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Increased distribution of magazines again!
The last edition was distributed to most of the 4,000 homes in Northwood Hills. We
apologise if you were one of the few who didn’t receive it. This massive distribution effort
was all done on a voluntary basis, with the help of the 1st Northwood Explorer Scouts. It
wasn’t 100% successful so this time we are trying for improved coverage, as we feel it’s
important to make sure all residents know about their Residents’ Association. If you know
of someone who hasn’t received this copy, then please let us know.

This is how the
£3.00pa per household
NHRA Subscriptions
were spent last year:

Subscriptions are collected once a year, door to door by Road Stewards, who generally
look after their own road. It is getting increasingly hard to recruit new Road Stewards and
a number of Road Stewards have been doing the job for a long, long time. The Road
Stewards are still needed, but it is now possible to pay by a direct bank payment. Your
Road Steward may currently collect your subs, even so, we would appreciate it if you
were able to convert to on-line payment please as the Road Steward would then just have
to deliver the magazines.
We know that the collection of subscriptions stops a lot of people offering to become
Road Stewards, and in our increasingly cashless society, many just don’t have £3 in cash
to hand these days. Whilst older residents may be reluctant to pay electronically, as a
committee, our job would be so much easier if residents could be persuaded to take up
electronic payment. If you use internet banking, it is easy to set up a single payment of £3
or an annual standing order, details are shown on p42.
Realistically, if electronic payment doesn’t become more common for our members, we
will lose members and not be able to do all the things as listed on the opposite page. If
Road Stewards only have to collect from a known number of households still preferring to
pay by cash, but only have to deliver magazines to the other members, then we hope that
membership will flourish.
So please, do it now, set up a payment/standing order, £3 is not a big amount. If
you could do a direct payment for this year and set up a standing order from next
year from 31st January, then your committee would have the reassurance that the
activities will be able to continue into the future.
It will mean that you will be aware of the invaluable work the Association does to the
benefit of the Community. Members can directly, or through their Road Stewards, raise
matters that concern them and have the chance to talk about issues through our close
liaison with our Councillors, the Police and others. If you are not a member, or unaware of
the work of the Association; this access is denied.
Thank you.
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As you can see, the NHRA does lots of things that really benefit the local
community and area. Please support your Residents’ Association.
41

Have you enjoyed feeding your garden birds this winter?
If so – don't stop now that spring has arrived. This is an important time to
continue stocking up the feeders & table as your birds will be nesting and need
the extra nourishment to supplement their natural food so that they can rear
their chicks successfully. You will then be rewarded with the sight of the newly
fledged birds coming to your garden with their parents for many weeks to come.

Let me supply your WILD BIRD FOOD and deliver it free to your door.
I stock a quality range of Peanuts, No Mess Seed Mix,
Table/Ground Feed & Fat Balls.
Seeds & peanuts:
Available in sizes from 2 litre (1.3kilo approx) – 30 litre sack(20 kilo)
Fat balls:
Available per 5 up to a Bucket of 30
I will supply in recycled bags or top up your own container.
For more info. contact me (Suzanne)
Phone: 01923 827461
Email: suzinman57@gmail.com
These are mine!
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Emmanuel Church
Community is important to us all. Since arriving
to take up leadership at Emmanuel Church we’ve
been delighted to discover the wonderful sense
of community that there is in Northwood Hills and
Northwood. At Emmanuel we want to play our part
in building and strengthening our community. This
is such an important part of who we are and we
wanted to share two new ways that we’re seeking
to do that:
Who let the Dad’s out?
Who let the Dad’s out is a new initiative designed
to enable Dads, Granddads, Uncles and Father
figures to spend quality time with their children
and give Mums a lie in on a Saturday morning!
It’s going to be running from 9.00-10.30am on the 2nd Saturday morning of each
month in term time starting on 9th March. Breakfast is provided as is good coffee!
Toys and activities are aimed at 0-8 year olds. There’s no need to sign up, just come
along! For more information contact our kids minister james.locke@ecn.org.uk
Future dates: 13th April, 11th May, 8th June, 13thJuly.
Afterhours Youth Club
AfterHours is a group we run for young people aged 11-18 which meets in our youth
room, ‘The Loft,’ at Emmanuel on a Friday evening from 7.30-9pm. It is a youth group
with activities, sports, a tuck shop, board games, crafts, time to chat with friends, play
PS4 and more! We run every Friday night during term time. For more information or to
sign up please contact our youth minister emma.dyer@ecn.org.uk
We look forward to welcoming you soon whether it’s at those events or one of our
many other activities for seniors, children, young people or at a service. You can find
more details at www.ecn.org.uk.
Tim & Kate Meathrel
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Our Prize Giving Evening on Tuesday 18
December for the 2017- 18 academic year
gave awards ranging from outstanding
achievement and attendance; to working
in the community and representing
the Haydon Values. Our special guest,
Councillor John Hensley spoke about
the importance of his own education, the
challenges that he had faced and how he
overcame them.
This spring term we had an inspiring talk from
‘Speaker4Schools’, Melanie Scheuer – with over
15 years of Human Resources experience and
she is currently head of HR in Distell, a global
beverages company. She spoke to our sixth
formers about her career journey whilst giving
them some of her tips and advice that they could
use in the world of work. She has worked in
numerous countries such as Japan, Switzerland
and Cyprus and has been in the UK since 2012.
Our Non Uniform Day on 1st February raised money for four students to go on the ‘The
World Scout Jamboree’. This is an educational event that brings together the world’s
young people to promote peace and mutual understanding and to develop leadership
and life skills. We have selected some of our top achieving students from all years
– Holly, Michael, James and Giacomo to go, experiencing programs such as Global
Development Village and the World Scout Centre, a special sustainability initiative.
Unlike any other youth event, the World Scout Jamboree invites students to surround
themselves in diverse global cultures by joining new Scouting friends across the world
at a single destination for 12 unforgettable days. This will allow them to have learning
opportunities beyond the classroom and gain skills and aptitudes that will help them in
the changing global economy.
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Scouting In Northwood
It was suggested that I write a bit about Scouting, so here are some of my
experiences in Scouting – which is for both boys and girls.
Once a week, I would be at the Scout Hut when my brothers were being
collected from Beavers and Cubs, I could see the fun they had and I wanted to
join in. Just before my 6th birthday I joined 2nd Northwood Scout Group as a
Beaver and the fun began!
We were taught the basic things which were suitable for our age, learning
simple knots such as the reef knot; we also learnt to trust each other by being
blindfolded while being guided through an obstacle course by someone else.
Every Monday evening gave everyone a fresh and new adventure, which
included jaw-dropping games and activities i.e. camping, fires, cooking on the
fire, making pancakes, 1st Aid. We also visited the police station and even
meet the Mayor.
When I was 8½, I moved up to Cubs with my friends and found it very
emotional but at the same time very exciting for I then had a wild range of
activities and adventures just waiting to be done. To me the saddest moment of
moving up was camping without my parents, but what fun I had with a tent full
of friends. I had the opportunity to learn: rifle shooting, bungee trampolines and
crate stacking amongst other activities.
Now, I am in Scouts with more activities and adventures waiting for me.
Improving on those learnt already and many new skills as well as: climbing,
archery, kayaking and orienteering. But will I finish my range of activities and
adventures with Scouts? No, I also plan to go on to Explorers when I am 14.
I enjoyed being in Beavers and Cubs, I always thought that when you try new
things and go away, you gain confidence and that’s what Scouting has given
me, along with lots of fun!
Abby Crockford, 2nd Northwood
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The Sobell Bridge Club Northwood

Your local bridge club supporting a local charity

•Do you enjoy playing cards and meeting interesting people?
• Are you someone who enjoys a sociable game of bridge with friends at home but
would like to play more frequently and make more friends?
• Do you already play bridge at a club but wish it met more often or maybe on a day
that worked better for you?
• If you answer yes to any of these questions
The Sobell Bridge Club could be for you.
The Sobell Bridge Club is a very friendly club, which meets to play duplicate bridge in a
dedicated hall at Mount Vernon on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
On Friday afternoons it meets in Croxley Green. The Club also runs teams events
on Sunday afternoons six times a year, as well as various social events and away
weekends for its members throughout the year.
The Club welcomes beginners. To help beginners to improve, an EBU trained teacher
runs beginners and follow up courses at Northwood. The Club is run entirely by
volunteers who organise all events and training at the Club.
All table money and all funds raised throughout the year are donated to the Michael
Sobell Hospice at Mount Vernon Hospital. Last year £40,000 was donated by the Club
and £800,000 has been given since the Club was founded in 1992. So while you
are stimulating your mind, making friends and having an enjoyable evening you are
supporting a local charity.
For further details, please go to www.sobell-bridge.org.uk
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Northwood Bowling Clubs

Are you unsure where to start with your fitness and
not sure what equipment to use or how to use it?

Do you enjoy healthy outdoor exercise?
Are you interested in sports where skill and accuracy
are more important than physical prowess?
Sports which you can either play as competitively as you wish
or which you can enjoy purely for pleasure?
A sport where the social aspects are as important as the game itself?

Have you plateaued and need some guidance
with your training?

Then perhaps you should take up bowls.

Have you got a holiday coming up or an event you
want to look your best at?
If you’ve answered yes to any or all of these questions
then I can offer you some assistance.
I am a fully qualified Level 3 Personal trainer/coach
YMCA Kettlebell, Suspension and Padwork Trainer.
You don’t need a membership to train with me
exclusively at THE BODY STUDIO,
91 Joel Street Northwood Hills HA6 1LW

Contact me Betty Zee

07795 832 622
for more information and a quote

bzeefitness@gmail.com
www.bzeefitness.com
bzeefitness
bzeefitness

* SPECIAL OFFER – LIMITED AVAILABILITY*
Book your FREE Body Stats/Composition
and Consultation.
Terms & Conditions Apply
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Northwood Bowling Club is situated in Chestnut Avenue, by Northwood Iron Bridge,
and has the reputation of being the friendliest Club in the District.
In fact there are two Clubs, the Men’s and the Ladies, which have separate bowls
programmes in addition to mixed play and social activities.

Come along to our Open Day on
Sunday 26 May from 1.00 pm
where you will be able to see games in progress, meet members,
and most importantly try the game yourself.
We always welcome new members and if you have not played before, we arrange
coaching sessions so that you can “try before you buy”.
Alternatively, just look in on any day. Scheduled matches are in the afternoon although
there are often games in the mornings.
For more information see our website at www.northwoodbowling.co.uk
Ivan Bartlett
Mens’ Club Secretary
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Councillor’s Collumn

When asked for another article for the Echo, it always causes a degree of reflection to determine what has happened since we last wrote. The Christmas and New Year period is usually
a fairly quiet time for the Council although this always ends with a busy run up to the February

Thank you for supporting

your local pharmacies

Council Meeting at which the annual Budget is discussed and agreed.
This year, for the first time in ten years, the Council has decided to increase Council Tax
by 2.4%. After 10 years of cost-cutting, during which time we have made more than £130M
efficiency savings, the time has come for this modest increase. To set it in context, the rise in
Hillingdon is substantially lower than our neighbouring boroughs and indeed is the lowest in the
whole of London. For the over 65s, the freeze in Council tax remains in place this year, making
the 13th in a row.
We can assure you all that alongside this small increase, we are continuing to run all of our
existing services, no changes to our refuse collections, no closures of our libraries or leisure
centres and any increase in fees and charges will, as usual, be kept to no more than 90% of
the level of our neighbouring boroughs such as Harrow and Ealing. Further investment will take
place in our roads, the Chrysalis environmental fund will continue, as will new injections of cash
into the Ward Budget initiative which helps local charities and community groups. This scheme
provides money for local projects – so if you have any ideas for deserving causes, please let us
know. In addition, the budget has provided additional resources for extra CCTV along with more
council officers to combat the scourges of domestic violence and fly-tipping.
In Northwood Hills, we are about to commence the roll out of the long-awaited and much debated parking scheme in the roads closest to the station and we are also awaiting the outcome

Keep Pharmacy Independent in Northwood
Our three pharmacies offer a whole range of health and wellbeing services like:

•Electronic Prescription Service
•Travel Clinic & Jabs
•Online Repeat Prescription Ordering •Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic
•FREE Prescription Delivery
•Osteopathy Clinic

of the traffic survey at Joel Street roundabout to establish if there are some easy-fixes that can

Here to serve you!

improve traffic flow at busy times of day.
As reported previously and in all likelihood, before you read this article, we will see the resurfacing of a number of roads in the ward, including Windsor Close, Lichfield Road, Maybank
Gardens, Townsend Way and Hillside Crescent and in the next few weeks Tolcarne Drive.
As you ward councillors we will continue to address the challenges faced by local residents to
help make Northwood Hills an even better place to live.
Councillors Duncan Flynn, Jonathan Bianco and John Morgan
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Sharmans Pharmacy
3/4 Clive Parade,
Maxwell Road,
Northwood HA6 2QF
Tel: 01923 825288
Email: info@sharmanspharmacy.com
www.sharmanspharmacy.com

Carter Chemist & Ability
112/114 High Street,
Northwood HA6 1BJ
Tel: 01923 825753
Email: enquiries@carterchemist.co.uk
www.carterchemist.co.uk
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ROSS Pharmacy
28 Joel Street,
Northwood Hills,
Middlesex HA6 1PF
Tel: 01923 821596
Email: info@rosspharmacy.com
www.rosspharmacy.com

MP’s Desk: Nick Hurd
I spent a very happy hour or
so walking down Joel Street
recently, talking with the
Police, residents and some
of the local shopkeepers. At
a time when high streets are
generally struggling, it was
very encouraging to hear of
high occupancy rates and that
many local shops benefit from
regular customers.
All this of course matters a great deal to the sense that Joel Street, and Northwood Hills, is on
the rise again after a period when people felt the area was in decline. I am sure that part of the
reason is the big investment which went into Joel Street, thanks to Boris when he was Mayor;
Hillingdon Council, and of course your own Residents’ Association - who were the catalyst for
what feels like a successful project.
I am grateful to represent an area with engaged residents and residents’ associations, who care
about their communities and work very hard to bring people together to protect what residents’
value. In my experience, Northwood Hills Residents’ Association goes further: it is proactive in
looking to create rather than just to preserve. The rejuvenation of Joel Street is a prime example, and would not have happened without the vision and drive of the Residents’ Association.
My jaunt down Joel Street was a welcome respite from Brexit. If you want to share any thoughts
or concerns on that or any other issue, local or national, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
If you have ideas for what else you would like to see in Northwood Hills, please also let me and
the Residents’ Association know. We work well together and are always open to ideas.
Email: nick.hurd.mp@parliament.uk
Website: http://www.nickhurd.com/
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Northwood School Judged Outstanding by Ofsted
Northwood School is celebrating the outcome of a recent two day Ofsted inspection
which judged the school to be ‘Outstanding’.
Their glowing report not only praised the school’s high quality teaching as a “significant strength of the school” it also praised “the exceptional progress students make in
all year groups.” The inspectors also highlighted that, “pupils’ behaviour and attitudes
to learning are exemplary,” as well as the fact that pupils “are rightly proud of their
school and are unfailingly polite and welcoming to visitors.”
Ofsted were also impressed by parents’ comments, as an example, one parent said,
“Well done Northwood for the great teaching and for making my children feel safe and
happy!”
Mark Anderson, Headteacher, expressed his delight at the outcome of the inspection.
“The outcome of this inspection is the result of a huge team effort from everybody
at Northwood School over the last few years to further enhance the strong provision
we have always had. I want to thank everyone at the school who has played a part. I
am immensely proud that the day to day work of all our students and staff has been
recognised by such high praise from Ofsted. I also want to thank our parents and the
local community for their ongoing support and championing of Northwood School.”
Chair of Governors, Mrs. Joan Greening, who has been a governor at the school for
twelve years, added, “To be judged as an outstanding school is an absolutely fantastic
achievement. This is due to the hard work of the staff, students and governors who
are all truly ‘outstanding’.”
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2019 will see some changes for our U3A, as our Chair, Fred Butterworth, begins his final year
of office. His has been a very steady hand on the ship, always tempered with good humour.
Most of our Committee have moved over to make way for new blood which all help to keep our
organisation alive and forward looking.
Our membership stands at over 700, increasing at a slower rate than in the early years. Of
course, we lose members too. Some people move away, some find we are not what they are
looking for and some sadly, have passed away. Mostly, those who join enjoy the trips, holidays
and groups but the friendship they find is the real bonus. To make new friends when we no
longer go to school or work is a very important and stimulating addition to our lives.
Last year our holiday was to South Wales where one day there was a visit to The Royal Mint.
Nobody returned home with any free samples! London Walks, Theatre Visits, Days out, Holidays, Quiz Nights, around 55 different Groups, there are just not enough days in the week!
Some new groups started this year: Country
Dancing, Crochet, Foreign Travels and a

Little & Lampert Pianos

3rd Current Affairs. What do they all find to
talk about? Nothing ever happens in Great

Best Quality Used Japanese Pianos
5 year guarantee
Supplier to the trade
Includes Delivery, Stool and First Tuning

Britain, does it?! We had a very interesting
Speaker at the end of 2018 who talked to
us about ‘Dogs who save lives by Detecting
Illnesses’. They have been chosen as our
Charity for 2019.

www.llpianos.com
www.bechendorfer.co.uk

We now welcome visitors for one Monthly

Tel: 01923 820470

Meeting to “test the water” What are you

Bechendorfer . Yamaha . Kemble . Kawai . Marshall

waiting for? 1st Wednesday of each month,

and many more

10.30 am, Fairfield Church, Northwood Hills.

NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES

You will be warmly welcomed.

www.wos-productions.org.uk
07401 116994

Maureen Crimmins
momocrimmins@hotmail.com
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38 Joel Street, Northwood Hills, HA6 1PA
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Northwood Town Cricket Club
We would like to further publicise our flourishing Colts Section which caters for all abilities, boys
and girls from the ages of 5 and upwards. New players are always welcome whether they’ve
played cricket for years or never picked up a bat. We would love your child to come and try us
out. Indoor training is at Bishop Ramsey school in Ruislip 7.45-8.45 on Thursday evenings until
11th April. As a ClubMark accredited provider we strive to keep our section safe, rewarding and
fulfilling.
Our regular Summer outdoor training begins on Saturday May 11th 9-10am at the Clubhouse
located in Northwood Recreation ground which can be accessed via Chestnut Avenue or Highland Road. These sessions continue for the whole summer (weather permitting) where we work
on keeping things fun and fulfilling, driving our colts to both improve and love the game. During
the summer “competitive” matches are held against other local colt teams either on a Sunday
morning or a Thursday evening.
For the 3rd year in a row we run the ECB All Stars programme, bringing fresh faces to cricket
and developing those already participating. This initiative is aimed at 5-8-year olds which allows
us to try and set up a lifelong love of the game, channelling enthusiasm and energy to create
cricketing fun. With many returning year on year we know this will have a huge impact on the
colts in terms of participation for years to come. Again, sessions begin on 11th May 9-10am.
We have club kit that any child is welcome to borrow so don’t let a lack of equipment put you off.
Our summer season subscription of £60 includes all games and training sessions. We are run
by dedicated volunteers and any money gained is fed directly back into developing the section.
For more information or enquiries please don’t hesitate to contact us;
northwoodtown@googlemail.com or our colts manager; Jack Daly (07791 864319)
Remember as well that we are predominately a Seniors Cricket Club running 1st XI; 2nd XI and
3rd XI Saturday teams in the Hertfordshire Saracens League and we also compete in a midweek 20/20 League and play occasional Sunday matches. It is with pride that during the 2018
season we have seen several of our older Colts playing senior cricket for the first time.
Therefore, if the thought of playing senior cricket at an extremely friendly local club attracts you
then please contact our Club Captain: Akshay Loomba (07877526217)
Thank you.
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Ministeps Nursery

Ministeps Nursery, which is based in Northwood Hills, is delighted to announce that they have
recently been recognised as an ‘Outstanding provider’ after receiving their latest Ofsted inspection in November 2018.
The manager, Ruth Stapleton, explains that the nursery has continued to flourish since opening
and added that the nursery provides a rich and stimulating environment for the children to develop within their learning. They are well cared for by an experienced and dedicated staff team.
Following the nursery’s recent inspection, the Ofsted inspector highlighted that “staff are extremely caring towards the children, are excellent role models and provide highly stimulating
play areas, accurately planning activities to challenge the childrens’ skills”. The inspector also
added that “teaching is excellent and children flourish”. Nursery directors, Mariam Merali and
Jamila Nurmohamed said “We were delighted with the Ofsted result and it’s a testament to the
hard work of all the team”.
The nursery is committed to working in partnership with the children’s parents by embedding
many strategies on a daily basis. The manager added that a parent wrote “all of the staff are
amazingly sensitive and tuned in to each child and family’ needs and is grateful to the support
given by staff members”. Ministeps Nursery first opened in January 2015 and cares for children
from 3 months to 5 years. The nursery is open from 7.30-6.00pm, Monday to Friday throughout
the year and offers full and part time sessions.
If you would like to come and learn more about the nursery and view the facilities please feel
welcome to contact the manager on 01923 824508 or by emailing manager@ministepsnursery.
co.uk to make an appointment.
http://www.ministepsnursery.co.uk/
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St John’s School

St John’s School has continued its excellent links with the local community in
the last few months. Back in November we joined with many community representatives in presenting a wreath at the Cenotaph in Northwood on Remembrance Day. We have also enjoyed seasonal visits to RNIB Sunshine House
to entertain the children and to Erskine Hall Care Home where we performed
Christmas music and chatted to the residents.
The highlight of last year must be our involvement in the turning on of the
Christmas lights along Joel Street. We joined with other local schools in entertaining over 600 local residents outside the Namaste Lounge. We brought
along a full brass band and also donated the huge tree which was switched on
by the Mayor at this event.
Recent events include our Primary Schools Tag Rugby Festival held on 14th
March when we were able to welcome local schools. Looking ahead to the
summer, we will repeat our hugely successful Kwik Cricket Festival, again
inviting local primary schools to take part.
Lastly we would like to update you on our charitable efforts since the last edition of the Echo. We are supporting Magic Breakfast this year, an organisation
which provides a much needed breakfast to school aged children giving them
vital sustenance necessary for their education.
In addition we are supporting the Royal British Legion, Macmillan Cancer Research and BBC’s Comic Relief. We believe that it is vital that children understand the work of charitable organisations and the importance of supporting
them.
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The Mayor of Hillingdon
First, I wish to thank everyone involved with the Northwood Hills Residents’
Association, who have supported me during my mayoral year, your support
is greatly appreciated. One of the highlights of the Mayoral year is the annual
civic service and this year I was lucky enough to be able to hold this at Saint
Edmund the King church in Northwood Hills.
With over 15 mayors and speakers attending from various London Boroughs,
Buckinghamshire and Kent, (I am not sure if Northwood Hills has ever seen
so much bling!) together with the Bishop of Willesden; Father Michael Millar
and everyone involved with St Edmund the King definitely had their hands full,
and I must thank everyone at the church who helped make the event a great
success including the choir who sang beautifully and the church wardens who
ushered in the guests. Andrew Riley, Chairman of the Residents’ Association,
was also in attendance.
My year as Mayor is drawing to a close in May, where did that year go? I am
now preparing for 3 walks in March, The Whittington walk on the 10th, re-enacting Dick Whittington’s walk in central London. The other 2 walks are on
28th (North of the Borough) and 29th (South) March, when I shall be covering
the distance of a marathon over the borough. The aim of the walks is twofold,
firstly to raise money for the Mayors Charity supporting local children’s charities, and secondly to promote the many green spaces we have throughout
Hillingdon. The North walk will start and finish at Northwood Hills Library and
all are very welcome to join for all or part of each walk.
I was asked earlier this year, how many Christmas dinners I had on the build
up to Christmas, I think they had been watching the Vicar of Dibley, where
Dawn French had 3 dinners in one day. She looked rather upset, when I replied that between the middle of November to Christmas Day, I had just the 3
Christmas dinners!
Councillor John Morgan
The Worshipful Mayor of Hillingdon
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Hillside Infant School
The whole school community was delighted to have recognition from Ofsted that
significant improvements had been made in all areas and that Hillside Infant School is
rated as a ‘GOOD’ school.
The inspection team recognised that the ‘Personal development, Behavior and Welfare of the children was a real strength of the school and in the inspector’s words…
‘Pupils are very courteous and respectful to each other and adults. Their behaviour, conduct around the school and attitudes to learning are excellent. Their
personal development and welfare are exceptional.’
We are thrilled to have been judged as Outstanding within this area.
The attainment of Hillside Infant School pupils continues to reflect the hard work by
pupils and all staff. Results indicate that pupils do better than Local Authority and National averages. Full data sets are available on our website www.hillsideinfant.org.uk.
We have many visits and opportunities to attend clubs in order to provide children
with experiences that they will remember and that brings learning to life. Our children
enjoyed over 35 trips and workshops in addition to a range of sporting activities. We
introduced after-school and lunchtime clubs for children including French, Science,
Football, Dance, Lego and Art club with 100% of children in KS1 participating in a
lunchtime club this year and 40% of children attending an after-school club.
Hillside Infant School aims to provide children with an education that equips them for
life and so when planning the curriculum, we think about the skills that they will need
and the responsibilities they will have as citizens. We have recently had a Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle week to support children to understand the impact of waste on the
environment.
An understanding of personal safety is developed through:
• pedestrian training delivered by the Hillingdon Road Safety Team
• knowing who to speak to and what to say if worried following NSPCC lessons
• internet safety and the importance of keeping personal information safe
We welcome volunteers in school and anyone interested can enquire by calling the
school office.
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Copy Date for the
Autumn/Winter
Edition
The next copy date will be
Friday 13th September
2019 (advertisers: Friday
6th September please),
ready for distribution
before the end of October.
Thank you
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Joel Street Allotments
Spring is always a good time to have an allotment and there will be plenty of us working on our
plots. I always plan to get a couple of rows of early potatoes in by the end of February, and the
first broad beans are already in flower. Garlic, onions and shallots are growing well with early
carrots in tubs in the greenhouse. Soon we’ll sow seed for tomatoes, climbing beans, courgettes, sweetcorn and winter squash. Freshly-picked, home-grown produce beats anything you
can buy in the shops.
After many years of saving hard - helped by a very generous Ward Budget Grant from our local
Councillors - we are at last replacing our aged, ailing water system. Our new system, installed
by a qualified water contractor, will comprise a state-of-the-art ring main around the entire site,
buried below ground, feeding a network of pipes to individual tanks. The work should be ready
for the watering season. At last, a reliable system that we won’t need to constantly repair!
Why not join us? We have a small waiting list, but plots do become available. Allotmenteers
are a friendly bunch, you’ll be made very welcome. We like to give away spare plants - we always grow too many - and are lavish with our advice, as well! Have a look at our website: www.
joelstreetallotments.weebly.com
Trevor Dixon
Secretary, Joel Street Allotments

New 1st Northwood Scouting Centre
Since last reporting on progress, things have moved on apace. Having spent over 5
months building the foundations, the new pre-fabricated building went up in just four
weeks! The roof was finished just in time for Christmas. Since then the floor screed
has been done, the internal doors fitted, and the ceiling fitted. Right now we are taking
delivery of more plasterboard panels and insulation for the walls, which we are fitting
ourselves with volunteer labour – anyone fancy doing some filling and sanding? Once
that’s done we can paint the walls and ceilings and get the floors down in the kitchen
and toilets to enable us to get the facilities installed. Work on the rainwater drainage
and landscaping has started.
We are planning to have the new building usable for our Jumble Sale, which this year
will be on Saturday 25th May. We will then complete the finishing touches and plan to
have our grand opening ceremony in the summer. 				
Richard Plume
Project Manager, New Scouting Centre

Northwood and Pinner Liberal Synagogue

NPLS have been blessed with an experienced, dynamic and creative Rabbinic Team for many
years. It now has a ‘Clergy Team’ with the arrival from the USA of Cantor Tamara Wolfson.
The role of Cantor, Chazan in Hebrew, evolved over time. It was first the person who led most
of the prayers, increasingly involved singing or chanting and eventually in the last few centuries
became a profession. In the UK, the chazan operated in the traditional community (‘orthodox’)
and was therefore male; but in the United States, the practice was adopted across Jewish
denominations and in progressive branches latterly included women.
Cantor Tamara explains, “A Cantor is basically the same as a Rabbi, but with an added
specialisation in music and liturgy. A Cantor’s training delves more deeply into Liturgical History
and Development, Cantillation (chanting Torah to a special melody), and the breadth of Jewish
Music.”
At NPLS, Cantor Tamara is involved in the same lifecycle and rituals as the Rabbis and has
a special role to empower others to sing, and to help our worship come alive through music.
Cantor Tamara is introducing new activities to NPLS, from groups of adults singing secular
music together, ’Pizza & Jam’ for teens to eat and make music, and cantillation classes for
those who wish to chant Torah.
Readers are always welcome to NPLS services and can view them and some recorded
services online at www.npls.org.uk
Rabbi Aaron Goldstein
07764 192 696
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Advertisers Index
We would like to thank the following advertisers for supporting the NHRA. Please support our
advertisers, and mention the Northwood Hills Echo when responding to them. Thank you.
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9 Joel Street Northwood Hills
HA6 1NU Tel: 01923821130
Email:
mandarinnorthwoodhill@gmail.com
78

79

